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PROGRAM
MONDAY JULY 14
7:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 Welcome
Charlene Arnett, FACHE, chief executive officer, The Pavilion, Amarillo, and chair,  
THA’s Psychiatric and Chemical Dependency Services Hospitals Constituency Council

8:45 Trends in Behavioral Health
Rebecca B. Chickey, director, Member Section for Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Services, 
American Hospital Association, Chicago
What’s on the congressional horizon for mental health public policy issues? Get the inside 
track on the hot-button issues being discussed this election year, the House and Senate 
versions of mental health parity bills, and what’s shaping mental health policy in  
Washington, D.C.

9:30 Hospital-Based Inpatient Psychiatric Services Core Measures
Celeste G. Milton, M.P.H., B.S.N., RN, associate project director, Division of Quality 
Measurement and Research, The Joint Commission, Oakbrook Terrace, Ill.
The new Hospital-Based Inpatient Psychiatric Services (HBIPS) Core Measures Manual 
will be hot off the presses when this conference convenes in July. As the Joint Commission’s 
lead staff person responsible for developing these core measures, Milton brings a unique 
and valuable vantage point to this session. She’ll share her vision for developing technical 
specifications, pilot testing incorporating data quality and reliability measures, and finalizing 
ORYX core performance measures for both psychiatric hospitals and hospitals with 
psychiatric units. You won’t want to miss this timely discussion!

10:15 Break

10:30 And TDSHS Surveyors Found…
Pat Waldron, M.Ed., LMSW, manager, Austin Group, Health Facility Compliance, Texas 
Department of State Health Services, Austin
Learn about the types and number of complaints TDSHS is reviewing, and find out how you 
can avoid operational pitfalls. Have questions? Here’s your opportunity to get answers from  
a manager of the survey team.

11:45 Lunch

1:00 p.m. Union Activity and Texas Hospitals
Steve Romero, J.D., attorney, Fulbright & Jaworski, San Antonio
Get an update on union activities in Texas hospitals from this leading legal expert on labor, 
employment and litigation matters. Fulbright & Jaworski is THA’s outside legal counsel and 
helps THA develop educational programming regarding unions. 

2:00 Break

2:15 Mental Health Regulations – You Don’t Have to Be an Attorney, But it Helps
Matt Wall, J.D., associate general counsel, Texas Hospital Association, Austin
Sorting out Joint Commission standards, Medicare conditions of participation and various 
state regulations becomes more difficult each year. In this session, Wall walks you through 
the complex maze of mental health regulations. You’ll leave this presentation with a better 
understanding of how the rules apply to your hospital. 

3:00 Ethical Considerations and the Mental Health Practitioner
Liza Jensen, LCSW, executive director, Department of Behavioral Medicine,  
Methodist Healthcare System, San Antonio
Informed consent … privacy …  inclusion … exclusion … restraint … seclusion – they’re 
all ethical issues that must balance sensitivity to patient rights, our moral obligation as 
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Listen. Learn.
Share. Solve.
As the demand for psychiatric services 
increases, so do the complexities and 
costs of delivering those services. Join 
your colleagues at this year’s Psychiatric 
Services Conference to share best 
practices and gain insights into the forces 
impacting mental health services. You’ll 
leave this two-day conference armed with 
new ideas and a new energy for traversing 
the challenging world of mental health 
services.  

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
This conference is ideal for anyone 
interested in mental health services and 
related issues, including administrators, 
directors of nursing and nursing 
staff, department managers, quality 
improvement professionals, social work 
directors, directors of behavioral health 
and clinical services, managed care staff, 
and psychiatrists and psychologists.



caregivers and what the law requires. In this 
high-energy presentation, Jensen shares her own 
proven practical approach for making decisions 
important to patient care and well being. 

3:45 - 4:45 Reception

TUESDAY JULY 15
8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8:30 Anti-Addiction Vaccines
Thomas R. Kosten, M.D., Jay H. Waggoner Chair 
and professor of psychiatry and neuroscience 
director, Division of Alcohol and Addictive 
Disorders, Baylor College of Medicine, and 
research director, VA National Substance Use 
Disorders Quality Enhancement Research 
Initiative, Houston
Learn about the latest developments in anti-
addiction vaccines for cocaine, nicotine and 
various other drugs from one of the industry’s 
leading experts.  

9:30 Break

9:45 Update on State Mental Health  
        Policy Initiatives
Joe Vesowate, assistant commissioner, Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services, and Mike 
Maples, director, Program Services Section, 
Community Mental Health and Substance Abuse,  
Texas Department of State Health Services
Get updates on what’s happening with major state 
mental health initiatives. Panelists will discuss 
the crisis intervention initiative, state hospital  
bed issues, draft restraint and seclusion rules,  
and response to Senate Bill 325.  

10:30 Mental Health, the Uninsured  
          and Role of Your Trade Association
Dan Stultz, M.D., FACP, FACHE, president/CEO, 
Texas Hospital Association, Austin
Texas has the dubious distinction of having 
the highest rate of uninsured in the nation, 
and the mentally ill are especially vulnerable. 
Those without insurance coverage often bounce 
between incarceration and hospital emergency 
departments with little or no follow-up care. As 
an internist and former CEO of Shannon Health 
System in San Angelo, Stultz has a unique 
perspective on addressing the challenges of 
providing mental health care for the uninsured. 
In this session, he shares what the Texas Hospital 
Association is doing to elevate awareness of this 
critical issue.

11:15 Closing Remarks and Evaluations

The views expressed by the speakers do not 
necessarily reflect the policies or opinions or the 
Texas Hospital Association.

Continuing Education
Continuing Education Certificates for 
proof of attendance will be issued to 
all registrants attending this session. 
These certificates should be placed 
on file at your hospital as evidence 
of attendance. Some national, state 
and local licensing boards and 
professional organizations will grant 
continuing education credits for 
attendance when you submit the 
course outline (save the brochure) 
and your certificate of attendance. If 
your discipline is not listed below for 
pre-approved continuing education, it 
is recommended that you contact your 
own board or certification organization 
to find out what is required.

The Texas Hospital Association is 
authorized to award up to 7.5 hours 
of pre-approved Category II (non-
ACHE) continuing education credit 
for this program toward advancement 
or recertification in the American 
College of Healthcare Executives. 
Participants in this program wishing to 
have the continuing education hours 
applied toward Category II credit 
should list their attendance when 
making application to the American 
College of Healthcare Executives for 
advancement or recertification.

The Texas Hospital Association is 
an approved provider of continuing 
nursing education by the Texas 
Nurses Association, an accredited 
approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation. 
     This activity meets Type I criteria 
for mandatory continuing education 
requirements toward relicensure as 
established by Texas Board of Nursing.
     Successful completion of this 
program provides up to 7.5 contact 
hours. Approval as a provider refers 
only to recognition of the continuing 
education activity and does not imply 
endorsement or approval of any 
commercial product by the Texas 
Nurses Association, the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation or the 
Texas Hospital Association.

This course may be submitted to the 
Texas State Board of Social Work 
Examiners for up to 7.5 credit hours.

Attendance Policy: Participants 
who attend the entire program and 
complete and submit the original 
Certificate of Attendance and 
Evaluation forms will be awarded 
applicable continuing education 
credit.

Registration Information
REGISTRATION FEE

THA Member Institution: $335
		
Non-member Institution: $400 

Employees of member hospitals or institutions 
are members of THA. If you have questions 
about your member status, please contact THA’s 
Membership Department at 512/465-1517.

Space is limited….Register today!

To register, please submit the attached 
registration form or register online at THA’s 
Web site, www.texashospitalsonline.org. If 
you have not received confirmation via the e-
mail address provided on the registration form 
at least five business days prior to the program, 
please contact the THA Registrar at 800/252-
9403, ext. 1057, or via e-mail to registrar@tha.
org. Without payment (via check or credit 
card), your registration cannot be processed.

SUBSTITUTION, TRANSFER  
AND CANCELLATION POLICY 
Registrants unable to attend may send an 
alternate. Please notify THA prior to the 
program, if possible. Transfer from one THA 
education program to another is not permitted, 
and no financial credit will be granted. If a 
registrant cancels, the registration fee, less 
a 20 percent service charge, is refundable 
only if THA receives notice in writing at 
least five business days prior to the event. 
(Send notification via e-mail to registrar@tha.
org or fax to 512/692-2653.) No refunds will 
be made for no-shows or for cancellations 
made less than five business days prior to the 
program. THA reserves the right to cancel or 
reschedule programs as determined necessary. 
If a program is canceled, full registration 
refunds will be issued. THA is not responsible 
for nonrefundable airline tickets or other travel 
expenses.
     If you have content questions or special 
needs that require accommodation, please 
contact THA’s Education Department at 
512/465-1055 or via e-mail to abuck@tha.org.

HOTEL
Marriott San Antonio Riverwalk 
889 E. Market St.
San Antonio, TX 78205
210/224-4555 Hotel Direct
800/228-9290 Reservations
210/224-2754 Fax

Room Rate: $149 single/double

Call the hotel directly to make reservations; be 
sure to mention THA to receive the special rate. 
To ensure room and rate availability, please 
make your reservations by June 5.



Enclosed is my check payable to THA in the amount of $_____________ , 
(There will be a $25 charge for all returned checks.) or I authorize THA to 
charge my:  ❑ MasterCard       ❑ VISA        ❑ American Express 

in the amount of $__________________.

Account Number _________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___________________________________________________

Print Name as Shown on Card ______________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State _______  Zip ______________
				  

Name ____________________________________________________________	

Department  ______________________________________________________

Title _____________________________________________________________	

Institution ________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________ 	

City _______________________	State _____________ Zip ________________

Direct Phone # ____________________________________________________

FAX # ____________________________________________________________	

		   

E-mail Address ____________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM  (Photocopies may be used.)

Presorted First Class
US Postage

PAID
Permit 61

Austin Texas

P.O. Box 679010
Austin, Texas 78768-9010

THA Annual 
Psychiatric Services Conference

Address Service Requested

(Please print)

Return form in one of three ways:
Fax form if paying by credit card to: 512/692-2653

Mail form and check to:
Texas Hospital Association, P.O. Box 970121, Dallas, Texas 75397

For overnight deliveries:
Please contact THA’s Registrar at 800/252-9403, ext. 1057, for instructions.

Register online at www.texashospitalsonline.org

      Seminar #1312-22-0109-481

q	 THA Member Institution: $335
		
q	 Non-member Institution: $400

THA Annual Psychiatric Services Conference
July 14 -15, 2008  •  Marriott Riverwalk, San Antonio

Payment must accompany registration form.

(confirmation and program information will be sent via e-mail)

(must be signed to charge)

(if different from left)

Accounting Use Only   
                  
Check # _______________________   Amount $ ____________________	
     	    	           


